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The Civil War and Two “Japanese” Narratives:
“The Last Lesson” Once Again

FURUSAWA Miho, SASAGAWA Hiroshi

Abstract: This paper reports on Furusawa’s two high school Modern and Contemporary History lessons on the Civil
War implemented in 2025, which built upon Sasagawa’s 2024 practice. The first practice incorporates
Modern World-Systems Theory alongside the Emancipation Proclamation and Gettysburg Address. The
second practice examines two “Japanese” narratives in the Civil War context. The paper also documents the
activities of a high school world history teachers’ study group, highlighting the sharing of teaching materials,
professional exchange, and mentoring of junior educators.

Key Words: Modern and Contemporary History, Advanced World History, The Civil War, Migration, Immigration,
Japanese Soldiers.



