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Unveiling Historical Misconception

— Insights and Implications for History Education —

SASAGAWA Hiroshi

Abstract: History classes aim to acquire new knowledge and cultivate historical thinking. However, misconceptions
often obscure students' perceptions of historical events and interpretations. This paper examines concrete
instances of students' misconceptions in history, offering a concise analysis of their origins and underlying
factors.

The misconceptions encountered commonly during the learning process are categorized into three primary
categories.

[A] Misconceptions that can be prevented to some extent if students are careful.

[B] Misconceptions that are difficult for students to avoid.

[C] Misconceptions that emerge depending on students' level of social awareness.

Misconceptions in Type [A], such as anachronistic errors, result from oversight or insufficient familiarity
with the subject matter. For example, due to its reference to the Weimar Constitution, the Constitution of the
Empire of Japan, enacted in 1889, is erroneously associated with a document created later, in 1919. This is
an anachronistic error.

Misconceptions in Type [B], exemplified by students linking unrelated historical events, often emerge
due to a lack of depth in historical study. For instance, a student remarked, "I now comprehend that the
emergence of the dictator Hitler was caused by the devastation of Germany during the Thirty Years' War,"
upon learning about the impacts of the war in the first half of the 17th century. This highlights how students
often make connections without assessing the strength or existence of a cause-and-effect relationship. Such
misconceptions are prevalent in historical studies.

Misconceptions in Type [C], such as attributing false quotes to historical figures, derive from popular
misconceptions perpetuated over time. For example, there is a story that Marie Antoinette, upon learning
that the peasants were lacking bread, their staple food, remarked, "Well, let them eat brioche." However, in
reality, she never uttered those words. This episode was fabricated after the Revolution by opponents of the
monarchy to undermine her reputation."

Unlike tests that merely measure what you've learned, making mistakes is a natural part of learning. It
gives us chances to understand things better and think more deeply. When we talk about mistakes together,
it creates a culture where learning from them is important. This helps students get better at understanding
history in a more detailed way. It's crucial for teachers to provide precise feedback tailored to the nature and
context of misconceptions, categorized as [A]-[C]. Additionally, students are encouraged to actively strive to
prevent misconceptions of Type [A] resulting from inattentiveness or other factors.

Key Words: Subject requiring memorization, misconception, Erroneous response, History Education, Historical
Awareness



