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Two or Three Things We Know About War

— Peace Learning in Integrated Proof Il —

SASAGAWA Hiroshi

Abstract: In the 2021 school year, | conducted a year-long class on learning about/thinking about war in my integrated
studies course. After seeing our students participating in the "Peace Project,” an activity undertaken by our
school and our sister school, ASMSA, | decided that to debate with ASMSA students on equal terms, it was
important for them to know real information and ideas about war and the military, which are not included in
Japanese history textbooks.

The class activities included watching videos about the war (TV documentaries and educational programs),
watching war movies, touring war sites in Osaka City, visiting the Peace Museum (Peace Osaka in Osaka
City), and reading and introducing books according to interests of each student. As a result, the process led
to a variety of learning activities that combined "seeing, walking, and reading” with "talking, listening, and
writing" activities. In addition, the individual research of each student was reflected in the group activities
and feedback was provided. These factors led to students being satisfied that they were guaranteed a high
degree of freedom in their activities, and they showed positive attitudes toward them.

The students' evaluation of the class at the end of the year was 4.7 out of 5. "l would like to encourage
people who are afraid to talk about war and don't want to know about war to choose this class. | think
that by knowing and thinking about it, you can grasp a little bit of what war is all about." Another student
commented that the course title, "Two or Three Things We Know About War," made me realize how little |
really knew about war.

Through this series of lessons, the author has confirmed that students can learn about the various facets of
war by learning about war in different ways.

Key Words: tour of war sites in Osaka, classroom practice, war, war movies, Integrated Learning, reading introduction,
peace study



