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Development of a CAN-DO List and Its Practical Application

— Aiming to Develop Students Into Independent and Creative Learners —

INUI Madoka « KATO Akihiro + KOMORI Mahito
TACHIBANA Naoki + NAKABAYASHI Chie

Abstract: It has been around a decade since the concept of a “CAN-DO list” was introduced in high school English
education in Japan. Although each high school was encouraged to make and use their own CAN-DO lists,
they were often prepared only by making minor changes to existing CAN-DO lists and not used in a concrete
manner. Taking into account that the new Course of Study will be implemented in high schools in less than
one year, our English department decided to reconsider our current instructional policy and create a CAN-
DO list that reflects on our students’ capacities so that our instruction can consistently help our students
develop their potential. This CAN-DO list is unique in that it refers not only to language skills but also to
“Student Agency,” a key value at our school. This paper presents the process by which our CAN-DO list
was developed and the results of our work.

Key Words: English education, CAN-DO list, Student Agency, Curriculum
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