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Abstract:
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acquisition of new skills. Through the research based on this idea from a bookstore
and a publisher, this paper produces a Japanese lesson plan
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Form of learning "two-dimensional learning"

KAWATA Ryoko

Abstract : Reading the same things and exchanging different ways of thinking is
an attraction of Japanese lessons. If you are reading different things and
interacting different ways of thinking, may not it be possible that there will
be classes where each learning spreads or deepens. This practice originally
is an attempt to expand the time of classes that develop linearly to "two-
dimensional®, leading to more practical learning.

Key Words © Japanese language teaching, reading comprehension, writing
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Gilbert Lights With a Match Three Times.

—An Essay on “What's Eating Gilbert Grape”—
SASAGAWA Hiroshi

Summary : American drama film “What's Eating Gilbert Grape” (1993 Lasse Hallstrom)
is a unique movie, in which "repetition" makes the decisive sense. Every time
some specific situations or the characters’ commonplace actions, words, or wild
behavior are repeated three times, the story takes the new and unexpected turn.
This is an essay on "What's Eating Gilbert Grape”, aiming at the "repetition”
which supports the story of this movie and goads it to the front.

Key Words : movie criticism, repetition, “What's Eating Gilbert Grape”, Lasse
Hallstrom, Sven Nykvist, Johnny Depp, Leonardo DiCaprio,
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MATHEMATICAL KNOTS AS A TEACHING MATERIAL
TO IMPROVE STUDENTS’ SPATIAL ABILITIES

IWASE Kenichi*, YANAGIMOTO Tomoko**, INOUE Masgato, ***

KUNIMITSU Taeko**** NAKANISHI Ryo*****

Tennoji Senior High School attached to Osaka Kyoiku University*, Osaka Kyoiku
University**, Kobe Shinwa Women's University***, Tennoji Elementary School
attached to Osaka Kyoiku University****, Ikeda Junior High School attached to

Osaka Kyoiku University*****

A mathematical knot is a simple closed curve in space. We can represent a knot
diagram with depth only by representing over or under line on each Erossing point.
It Is easy for even the Jower grade students to draw a knot with a few crossing points
on the plane, Therefore we expect that a knot will be a good simple teaching material
for improving students’ spatial abilities. The purpose of this study is to consider the
following two points. The first point is the weakness of students’ spatial  abilities.
The second one is a possibility of a mathematical knot as a teaching material for
Improving students’ spatial abilities. To attain this oljective, we first investigated
students’ realizing ability of the sketch of some cube frames. It turned out that not a
small number of students have difffeulties in positional awareness of the edges of the
frame on crossing points of the sketch. In the second task, mathematical knots as a
teaching material and some examples of teaching methods in elementary and junior
Mgl school are proposed,
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A Geoscience Class lectured in English Part.3

—Early Earth and South Africa Geology—

OKAMOTO Yoshio

The South African geology is quite different from Japanese one and reserves a lot of
outcrops related with the early earth geo-history. Through my three times visits and
field trips in South Africa I tried to carried out a special geoscience class in English
about early earth. The purpose of my lecture is 1) Modern unique history of South
Africa. 2) To weave a strory of early earth using South Africa feld trip pictures and
movies 3) Importance of English as a official language in the scientific field ete. This
year | used a popular movie “Invietus” with English seripts for introduction of these
classes. To watch this movie strongly inspires our student to think “Diversity” as the
kye tone of “Rainbow Mation”, a key word for 21th century. The evaluation of these
class is examined with a questionnaire just after the classes. The purpose of these
class is positively evaluated from the questionnaire. The outline of presentation,
resumes and resources of above classes are attached as an appendix of this

manuscript.

Key Waords: Early Earth, South Africa, geology, high school, English
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Essays on the blank of geoscience exams named
“Shiken ni Denai Chigaku Series (completed version, 2016)”

manuscript+resource Part.1

OKAMOTO Yoshio

Abstract

The essay "Shikenni Denai Tigaku" has been completed as a monument of my final
retirement of highschool geoscience teacher. This article includes the eszays 2006 to
2016, The purpose of these articles was already written in previous manuscript 10
year ago. Also the evaluation of these essays is left to the reader.

Key Words: geoscience, exclude exam., essay, term examination, high school
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Essays on the blank of geoscience exams named
“Shiken ni Denai Chigaku Series (completed version, 2016)”

Resource Part.2

OKAMOTO Yoshio

Abstract

| The essay "Shikenni Denai Tigaku" has been completed as a monument of my final
retirement of highschool geoscience teacher. This article includes the essays 2006 to
Z016. The purpose of these articles was already written in previous manuscript 10
year ago. Also the evaluation of these essays is left to the reader.

Key Words: geoscience, exclude exam., essay, term examination, high schoal
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Inspection of dehydrogenase
Possibility of the inner matrix

MORINAKA Toshiyuki

Key Words © succinei acid, inner matrix, Biological education
Summary

An experiment of reducing reaction by succinei acid dehydrogenase is made at many
high schools. This experiment has been also conducted in a main school every vear,
But in most eases, the results of the experiment were inconsistent with a prediction.
Its cause is regarded as the inner matrix. The inspection was performed at this time,
and it was a more interesting result, so it'll be reported.
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Lesson 2 \_Someday at Sl:hoolﬂ

Part 0 ssms—amions. Wiz RTEH2L0EE>TLEL:.

[ ——————— PR e

M Mywa”
&mbl

M Miwa’

Bob:

Mr Miwa:

Boly

Mr Miwa:

awlkward FoBALY

O

O sucha-
O reply

O against
O follow
O during

What are you hiding now?

Nothing.

You look awkward. I know vou have something in your pocket.
Just take it out.

['m so sorry...

You should know students are not allowed to bring such a thing to
school. You know this rule, right?

Yes, [ do.

Then, Tl keep your cell phone. I'm gonna call your mom and ask

her to take this home. I want you never to do this again.

EFD&Hli~

EETS EBRETS

~zEALT #Fo2T

S, ~OWIZINTITS
(XARfA] R, REMIC

P —————— S
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Meii Hi, Bob. Why didn't you reply to my LINE message yesterday?

Bob: Well, actually, Mr. Miwa has taken my cell phone because I broke
the rule. Mom was pretty busy yesterday and couldn’t come to the
school. Anyway, she’s against me on this,

Mei: Oh, I see. We should follow the school rules anyway. Yeah, we need
to talk about what to study during the school trip to Kyoto, too.

= Jh6—



4
EXpress ERTD
must ~ | TR VLY
doresearch ®AHTSH. BETS
whynotdo ~LTIZEIM

{Fiwe

Lesson 2 Dashi is Difficult to Explain

Part 2.5 7oiro st sATAHE LS, TORESECERTRATER
WTLET,

Kenta: This is so good! | have never tried a soup as good as this.
Ava: Yeah! But I don't know how to express this taste in words.
Kenta: | can’t even in Japanese,
7 Tt must be interesting for you to do research on such tastes.
Seudenes: Mr, Takahashi!
Bob: That sounds good!

Mr Takahsshi:  'Why not ask the cook more questions?
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Lesson 2 Let’ s make a better class

Part 3.5 momistisor-o0miBT, ES5ThiZEYRLVYSRIZT B LATES

i

Sturtentss

.‘!_!H-'

Fody

Henta:

M
i_)’."’f-.

—— e S S e e S -

O workon ~Iz Y L
O focuson ~ZEEEEhts
O active Hikifs

O neither ke T 3 e 4 B

OHEI FAERTHELE>TLET,

We are working on the problem-solving project now. How are
things going?

Mmm....

Well, our group is doing research on Japanese cuisine of Kyoto, Mr.,
Takahashi gave us advice, and we have decided to focus on tastes.
Right. We asked a cook some questions and learned several things
about Japanese food culture.

Yeah. But I couldn't really talk to the cool.

Me, neither. I think we should be more active in our questions.
That's true. OK, everyone, I know some of us are not good at giving
our opinions. Today, please try to speak up by vourself. I believe it's
gonna be the first step to make our class better.
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A Reading Class at Junior High School
Looking toward High School

SHINOZAKI Fumiya

Abstract: Comparing the textbooks for third graders in junior high school and first
graders in high school, there seems to be a big gap between them in the
amounts of textz. This can be a reason that the number of high school
students who come to dislike English increases in the first year of high
school. One possibility to aveid this kind of situation is employing extra
materials for third graders in junior high school. They should get used
to the amounts of texts at high school so that they are not overwhelmed
by them. Taking it into consideration that extra materials demotivate
students to learn, original texts created related to their school life as well
as books for extensive reading were used in a series of classes. Then, a
lesson demonstration was presented at an academic conference. This paper
proposed a lesson plan based on the ideas and opinions provided in the

conference.

Key words © additional texts, extensive reading, linkage between junior high and high schools
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Process Writing at Tennoji Junior High School

George Haikalis

Abstract

This case study examines how the process writing approach can be applied to Japanese junior high
school students’ writing tasks at Tennoji Junior High School attached to Osaka Education University
to improve both the quality and elarity of their compositions. This essay uses five writing samples
taken from second year junior high school students. These students have studied English for a
minimum of two years and in many cases four or five. The topics include their hometowns (actually
their neighbourhoods), and a one-page diary entry from their summer homework assignment.
Although the wopics are different, the errors are consistent, The errors include sentences stariing
with conjunctions, spelling and verb conjugation errors, missing and misused articles prepositions.
The case study acknowledges that although beneficial, the process writing approach would be
difficult to implement at the school.

Key words: product writing vs. process writing, junior high school students, writing samples

1. Introduction

Writing is one of the core activities in leaming English as a Second Language (ESL). Despite its
importance as a core activity, writing receives disproportionately less time and study in Japanese
classrooms than other activities, mainly speaking, listening, and reading. The process writing
approach sees virtually no application in my classes. The process writing approach focuses on the
composition from the first step; drafting and revision are encouraged. These two approaches are

dizeussed in more detail in section 2.

The purpose of this essay is 10 examine how the process writing approach can be applied to
Japanese junior high school students’ writing tasks at my school to improve both the quality and
clarity of their compositions. This essay uses five writing samples taken from second year junior
high school students. These students have studied English for a minimum of two years and in many
cases four or five. The topics include their hometowns (actually their neighbourhoods), and 2 one-
page diary entry from their summer homework assignment. Although the topics are different, the

errors are consistent. The errors include sentences starling with conjunctions, spelling and verb
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conjugation emrors, missing and misused articles and prepositions.

The following sections examine how the process approach can be applied to the teaching methods
in this Japanese junior high school. Section 2 looks more specifically at the process and product
approaches and their pros and cons. Section 3 documents the writing and the errors found therein.
Section 4 applies the process approach to the students' difficulties and proposes solutions. Finally,
section 5 summarizes the findings

2. Product writing vs process writing

2.1 The produet approach

In traditional ESL teaching, writing was focused mainly on the final product, which refers to the
product writing approach. According to Brown (2001: 335), attention was placed on writing models
and examples and on * how well a student’s final product measured up against a list of criteria that
included content, organization, vocabulary use, grammatical use, and mechanical considerations
such as spelling and punctuation.” In the product writing approach, form is more important than
function. In fact, the structure and organization of the composition are enough to display proficiency
in second language acquisition. According to Pincas (cited in Badger and White, 2000) the product
approach has 4 stages: familiarization, controlled writing, guided writing, and free writing. In
the familiarization stage, students are made aware of certain features of a text. The students then
practice the different skills in the controlled and guided stages until they are sufficiently familiar
with the structure and can then write freely (Ibid). Knowledge of writing organization is important
in the product approach,

2.1.1 The pros and cons of the product approach

Advocates of the product approach view the finished text as the single best indicator of student
learning, performance and teacher effectiveness (Shannon, 1994). The writing conforms to a pre-
established model. Therefore, the goal of instruction is a structured, coherent and grammatical
essay. To achieve this goal, writing is rigidly controlled through guided compositions where
learners are given short texts, asked to fill in gaps, complete sentences and other exercises that
focus on accuracy and the avoidance of errors (Hyland, 2003). Thus, teaching writing focuses
on fixed patterns and correcting student errors. Furthermore, students are able to identify what is
required of them in the classroom. The target composition is clear and precise. Studies cited in
Munecie (2002, p, 227) show that vecabulary is one of the mos! important features of writing, and,
therefore, a lack of vocabulary is what makes writing such a difficult task. Writing tasks consist
mostly of repeatedly writing the same keywords to memorize their spelling and questions that focus
on grammar structures and not on context. In Japan, where tests at every level are commonplace,
assessors prefer writing that shows competent use of grammar structures and correct spelling.
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Critics of the product approach maintain that it ignores the importance of students generating
their own writing without the aid of teachers and model texts (Shannon, 1994). Creativity is not
required to display writing ability. Another eriticism is that students are ofien introduced 1o complex
grammar patterns, which they are expected to reproduce, but are not given context for those
struetures (Hyland, 2003). Also, the final product is generally meant for a very limited audience,
such as the teacher or exam assessor. [n this case, the message is not important; the organization
and structure of the composition are,

2.2 The process approach

Over the vears, teachers and researchers of ESL have learned that allowing students to focus on
the content and message is a more effective tool in the learning of writing. As the focus changed,
this process was named the process writing approach. As Sokolik states in Nunan (2003), writing
instruction can now include the entire process - invention, drafiing, feedback, and revision - and
not just the final product. Sokolik's steps are discussed in more detail in section 4. Shih (cited in
Brown, 2003: 335-336) states (see Table 1) that the aims of the process approach cover most of the
following:

Table | (Brown, 2003: 335-336)
The Aims of the Process Approach

Focus on the process that leads to the final written product

Help student writers to understand their own composing process

Help them to build repertoires of strategies for prewriting, drafting, and rewriting

Give students time 1o write and rewrite

mlo|ia|=|>

Place central importance on the process of revision

Let students discover what they want to say as they write

oy | =

Give students feedback throughout the composing process (not just the final
product) as they attempt to bring their expression to intention

b o

Encourage feedback from the instructor and peers

I |nelude individual conferences between teacher and student during the process of
compaosition

In this approach, the teacher takes the role of coach or mentor. The teacher provides guidance and
facilitates the process. This approach is learner centered, with students building content through
brainstorming, individual reflection, group discussions, readings, lectures and outside research
(Shannon). The process approach emphasizes the importance of a recursive procedure of pre-
writing, drafting, evaluating, and revising (Rusinovei, 2015: 700). In another words, the message
takes on more imponance and grammar accuracy and organization are leamed naturally through the
rewriting process. Table | summarizes these steps.

221 The Pros and Cons of the Process approach
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There are limitations to the process approach. Foreign language students are more likel y to be
intimidated by content than form, leading them to focus on grammar accuracy first and the message
second. (Ashwell, 2000). Feedback can also be a contentious issue for cultural reasons: feedback
may be considered personal and difficult to separate from the composition. Matsumoto (2008, cited
in Maftoon and Ziafar, 2013) argues that group formation and perspective are the main source
of problems in Japanese classrooms because Japanese students view teachers as the source of
knowledge and feedback and not their peers. These views are slowly changing, particularly in the
university classroom because most students will have finished exams that determine which schoals
they will enter. The students are, therefore, more open to new ideas. Atkinson (2003) cites research
that shows a mismatch between students and the process approach, particularly when Western
values are imposed on Asian students. For example, sociocultural expectations of students who see
themselves in different positions in society or leaming environments (Tbid). Another issue in Japan
is that writing tends to be product focused. Essay exams focus on organization rather than message,
Process-centred learning is more of a hindrance in these cases as students would be unlikely to meet
assessors " writing requirements. Casanave (2003) cites research by Miynarczyk where the students
followed many aspects of the process approach but ultimately focused on leaming how 1o pass their

essay exams and not on writing development and self-discovery.

Despite these limitations, the process approach provides students with many benefits and gives
them the best chance to improve their compositions and abilities as writers. Teachers who follow
this approach are no longer authoritative figures or evaluators but facilitators of knowledge; they
participate in the students’ learning. The students are encouraged to plan, draft and revise their
ideas. The students are more accountable for their writing because they are invested in its success.
Instruction in writing through lessons, conferences, and teachable moments should result in
improved quality of writing (Graham and Sandmel, 2011). These teaching tools counter one of the
criticisms of the process approach, which is that accuracy and structure are ignored, by providing
mechanisms to address the needs of students, According to Wigfield (1994, cited in Graham and
Sandmel, 2011), students are more motivated and place higher value in their tasks when they are
personally invested in positive environments and collaboration with their peers (Ibid). Followers
of the process approach are unfairly criticized for not focusing on grammar correction, Grammar
correction is in fact deemed important but secondary to the overall purpose of writing, which is the
content and message. According to Ashwell (2000), grammar is still a concern because linguistic
accuracy is bound up with the communicative effectiveness of a piece of a writing. In another
words, the accuracy of the final product is still deemed important. Grammar correction leads to the
development of writers as effective communicators,

2.3 Summary of the product- and process-based approaches

In writing classrooms, both approaches are needed, and most likely wsed in a hybrid manner,
Correct grammar usage is still very important and helps clarify ideas and arguments and shows



professionalism in business writing. On the other hand, process writing does not take inlo account
familiarity with the second language culture and writing conventions. Both approaches are
necessary for effective writing. Sasaki (2000) cites research that found that L1 and L2 writing
strategies tend to be similar regardless of competency, Therefore, L1 writing strategies can be
transferred to L2 writing processes. To what extent is the process approach utilized in native
language writing is another matter, however. The product approach can help the process approach
overcome some of the negatives in Japanese classrooms, namely feedback and exam preparation.

3. The writing samples and results

Five writing samples were taken from students in Year 2 of the junior high school where | work.
The students are between 14 and 15 years old and have studied English for at least 2 vears and in
many cases 4 or 5. | am an Assistant Language Teacher (ALT) at this school. I work with a Japanese
English Teacher (JET). I am mainly responsible for checking writing assignmenis, preparing
listening exams, and helping students with grammar and reading exercises. The JET is responsible
for lesson-to-lesson preparation. There are 3 JETs at my school and each is assigned to one grade.
I teach each grade but less frequently. | assist with lesson preparation by giving ideas and feedback
but I am not involved in individual student progress.

The five samples consist of writing tasks based on the product approach assigned during the second
semester. This essay looks at two different tasks. The samples were * My Town " and a diary enlry,
These writings demonstrate the typical requirements of the teachers. The questions were phrased in
a way that left little room for idea generation and the structure was pre-determined by the teacher.
Commeon errors were found throughout each assignment. 1 was responsible for correcting them. The
teachers were interested in knowing what grammar and spelling mistakes were made, Many of the
errors were common spelling mistakes by Japanese students, for example replacing * L " and * R ™.
Other common errors included missing articles, which are not used in the Japanese language, and
verb conjugation problems. The errors for each assignment are discussed below.

3.1 The * My Town " writing assignment

This writing assignment consisted of a description of where each student lives. The assignment
questions were numbered. An example was provided and students were expected to follow it by
substituting their information. For example, number | asked for the name of the town, city or
neighbourhood they lived in and number 2 was its location. Numbers 3 and 4 were for poinis of
interest. Finally, number § was lefi for something a tourist could do there. Every student followed

this pattern.

A large majority of the writings displaved common errors which will be presented here. See also
Appendix 1, 2 and 3 for the specific samples used in this paper. Tt is common for Japanese students
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to start sentences with conjunctions because this form of writing is normal in Japanese. Keeping
in mind that Japanese and English syntaxes are so different, these kinds of errors require some
tolerance. For example, in Excerpt | consider the following sentence in Japanese (appendix 2):

Excerpt 1
Asoko no koen de asoberu. Soshite, rekishi ga kanjirareru.
{You) can play in the park there. And we can feel history.

Sentences starting with  * and * are common because it is grammatically acceptable 1o do so in
Japanese. See Excerpt 2 for another of example of this error.

Excerpt 2

. You can give them shika-senbei,
And there is a famous temple in my town. It * s Todai-ji. Temple.
You can see a big Dai-butsu.

| cannot say for certain what the students were thinking but after consulting with the JET, we
concluded that they were directly translating from Japanese into English. In the above example,
* soshite * staris the sentence. Familiarity with the Japanese language makes these emors obvious,
Other errors tum up in the writing. The students assume their teachers are familiar with Japanese,
so they use Japanese words, For example, in excerpt 2, * shika-senbei * , which means  * deer
snacks ', and Dai-butsu {(appendix 1), which means * The Big Buddha ' . Note the error here where
the student actually includes ° big ° in English, therefore * the big Big Buddha * . Deer is also
misspelled (appendix 1), so that it is * dears " . City is misspelled in appendix 2 as ° Sity ' because
in Japanese textbooks, the word * city " is written as * shity * in the Japanese syllabary to help with
pronunciation. In excerpt 3, a sentence starts with * and ' and the word * collect * is misspelled, so
that it comes out as * corect . Other spelling errors include * musiam ', * thowsant * and * miniture * .
Articles and verbs are missing or misused in excerpt 1. The student also refers to * Haniwa

miniture * , which is presumably © Haniwa miniature. This reference is not known 1o me.

Excerpt 3
it built over thousant years ago.
There is a grave and musiam.

You can make Haniwa miniture. And yvou can corect a lot of cards
3.2 The * Diary Entry ' writing assignment
This writing task was assigned as part of the summer homework requirement. The students

were given general guidelines of what they were expected to include. In this way, they had more
freedom to write without the constraints of a template or the teacher's model, The students were



given instructions in Japanese. These questions included ° what, where, who, and how ' . " Why '
questions were not explicitly asked. They were instructed to write about one of their days and to
provide those details (see appendices 4 and 5). In total, they were expected to write 5 entries.

Errors in this assignment were consistent with those found in the above examples, namely sentences
starting with conjunctions, missing articles, and verb conjugation problems (see excerpl 4).

Excerpt 4
But my mother can ’ t went to there. Because she had task.

Japanese does not conjugate verbs according to subject. | assume the higher rate of spelling
mistakes was out of complacency. The students are given a tremendous amount of summer
hamework for each class. Looking up each word is frankly too time-consuming. Articles (" a " and
* the * ) were cither not included or misused. There were also mistakes involving verb tense and
agreement (excerpt 4). Redundancies were common as well. For example, * My sister and cousin ’
s sister and [ ate lots of meat ..." . The sentence starting with * because * in excerpt 4 is also due
to Japanese sentence structure, whereby it is acceptable to start sentences with * because * . The
JET agrees that students were directly translating here as well while writing, Verb tense is also
misused. For example, * my mother can " t went to there. * The students again assume the evaluator
has familiarity with the Japanese language. * Hanabi *, which means * fire crackers " is used, as is
* shinkansen * , which is the bullet train in Japan. There are some problems in appendix 5 as well.
Articles are misused throughout. There are 2 misused articles in the sentence, “ [ ate big pizza
at the Italian restaurant. ™ The letters * R " and * L " are also problematic. The restaurant name in
appendix 5 changes from * ALEGURO " to * AREGURO *and * grad ' (instead of * glad * ) appears
in appendix 4.

4. Applying the process approach to their writing

In this section, I look at applying the process approach to the students * writing with the purpose
of helping them with the listed writing difficulties of the above section. 1 have decided o focus
on Sokolik's approach because there are only 4 steps and that would make it less daunting for the
JET's at my school; they would be more willing to adopt the approach. These 4 steps are: invention,
drafling, feedback, and revision (cited in Nunan, 2003). These steps are performed in a eycle.

4.1 The invention stage
Brainstorming activities during the invention stage can help students flesh out their ideas and topics,
According to Rusinovei (2015), the teacher is a facilitator at this stage who draws out the leamers '

potential by providing input and stimuli. In the * My Town ' writing task, the teacher gave the
students very specific questions, I think the students could have developed their own questions and
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topics in a brainstorming activity. They work well in small groups (for example 4 or 5) when they
know the assignment will be collected and graded. This writing task was not that long, so a few
minutes would be enough for them to come up with their own discussion points. The diary entry
samples give us a glimpse of what the students are capable of when they are able to generate their
own ideas. Of course there were some difficulties but they were encouraging first drafis.

4.2 The drafting stage

As the students generate ideas, they can start their first drafts, Staying in their small groups would
allow them to ask each other questions. The JET and I could divide our time and check their
progress while giving general advice. Playing the role of facilitator rather than authoritarian will
help students develop their writing processes. Another important point here is that grammar and
spelling are not strictly corrected. As Ashwell (2000) states, grammar and spelling correction
should not dominate instruction but they are recognized as important aspects of the final product. |
have recently started underlining grammar and spelling mistakes during class activities. Instead of
telling them directly that they conjugated the verb incorrectly or pointing out a spelling error, 1 only
underline it. This leads the students to reread the sentence. The students are able to figure out the
errors on their own or by asking a classmate. It is too early to see what impact this has had on their
writing development but the reaction from the studenis so far has been positive.

43 The feedback stage

Giving effective feedback is difficult because Japanese students tend to avoid conflict and prefer
face-saving interactions (Maftoom and Ziafar, 2013). As facilitators, we need to promote a
favourable classroom environment for the students to be willing to give eritical feedback. Keeping
the groups consistent throughout the semester, for example, would give the students the chance
o develop a level of comfort and familiarity with each other. Lowering these barriers would help
the students more readily accept the intentions of their classmates {Ibid). | would provide the
students with a form for feedback that they would then return to the writer along with their drafts.
Sokolik (cited in Nunan, 2003) provides an example of such a form, which includes questions
about supporting ideas with evidence and effective conclusions. T would simplify it for my students
because I need 1o take into account their experience with English. My form would include key
questions (what, where, when, why, who, how) about the writing. In cases where they are unable
to answer a question, the student could ask the writer to clarify. After receiving the feedback, the
writer would be able to revise their drafi, or even idea. Most spelling and verb errors would be
eliminated with peer feedback. If the students are in groups of 4 or 5, each student would provide
feedback at different stages of the drafting process. This stage would also eliminate the Japanese
wards (such as * hanabi * and * shinkansen * ; see appendix 4) that turn up in the writing,

44 The revision stage
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The revision stage takes into consideration the feedback from their peers and teachers and produces
the eventual final draft. Proofreading their own writing would improve its clarity. The students
could request in-class time to receive individual feedback from a teacher before submitting their
final draft. This step would also help overcome the difficulties Matsumoto (2008, cited in Maftoon
and Zaifar 2013) found concerning group perspectives and feedback. If my feedback uncovered
very few errors, the students would realize that peer feedback is appropriate and effective. I would
expect the final product to be free of grammar and spelling errors thanks to the repetition of the
feedback and drafting stages. My students would benefit from having different eyes look at their
work.

5. Conclusions

The purpose of this essay was to look at the writing of my students and to see if a process approach
to writing would help them improve it. I took five random samples of their writing and explained
how the process approach would help them with the difficulties they have. I showed that most of
these difficulties were spelling and grammar errors that would be eliminated during the drafting
and feedback stages. Working in groups would help with idea generation and the revision stage. A
final feedback phase with one of the teachers would ensure a good final draft. 1 conclude that the
process approach would benefit the students. However, | acknowledge that implementing it would
be a challenge. More research would be needed for this. For now, I will continue to underline errors
rather than directly correct them and inform the JET ' s of the students * progress before the school
year finishes.
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Appendices

1 My Town

I live in Mara city.

It " 5 in the north of Nara

There is a big park in my town. It " s Nara park.
There is many dears in this park.

You can give them shika-senbei.

Sl i O
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And there is a famous temple in my town. [t " s Todai-ji. Temple.
You can see a big Dai-butsu.

2. My Town

[ live in Sakai Sity in Osaka Prefecture now.
It s in southwest of Osaka,
There are many big graves of sence 2000 years ago.
It * s Daisen Kofunn
There is a very big park.
5. You can play in the there park.
And we can felt a lot of history.

3. My Town

1. Ilive in Yao City in Osaka prefecture now.,
It * s in the east of Osaga.
There is an old ancient tomb in my city. It * 5 Sionzi ancient tomb.
it built over thousant years ago.
4. There is a grave and musiam.
You can make Haniwa miniture. And you ean corect a lot of cards
There is a river in my city. It * s Tamakushi river,
You can see many cherry blossom in there in spring.

4. Diary Entry

Saturday, August 20th

My family and I went to my grandmother and cosins family * 5 house in Kanagawa three days on
August twelveth and thirteenth, fourteenth. But my mother can * t went to there. Because she had
task. It ° s to pity. First day we enjoyed hanabi. It was so beautiful and funny. Next day, we and
Grandma " s sister, Chikako enjoyed a barbeque. My sister, cousin " s sister, | were eating lows of
meat when my brother and my cousin were grilling the meats and vegetables. We were happy 1o ate
a lot of food. Last day, our family retum to Osaka by shinkansen. We miss Grandma and cousins,
their family. But | * m grad to see Mom.

5. Diary Entry
Saturday, July 16

I did my summer vacation homework in the morning. First, 1 did biology homework. I was enjoying
because [ like biology. Next, I did English print. It was a litle difficute to make sentence. I went
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shopping with my mother in the afternoon. | ate out. 1 ate big pizza at the Italian restaurant. Tt " s
name is ALEGURO. [ think that this restaurant is very popular. Because I waited long time 1o cat. [
was very tired to wait, but pizza is very delicious! If you go out to eat pizza, please try AREGURO.
After lunch, 1 went shopping with my mother. | bought a new book. | wanted to buy a new book
before. So, 1" m happy to buy it. | cooked dinner in the evening. | can cook hamburger. My parenis
said * That ' s delicious! " I * m happy to hear that. | had a very good time.
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