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THE MOON

“The Moon appears melancholy to those who are sad, and joyous to those
who are happy. The Moon makes memories of home come to those who travel,
and creates homesickness. So when the Emperor Godaigo, having been banished
to Oki by the traitor Hojo, beheld the moonlight upen the seashore, he cried out,
"The Moon is heartless!’

“The sight of the Moon makes an immeasurable feeling in our hearts when
we look up at it through the clear air of a beauteous night.

“Our hearts ought to be pure and calm like the light of the Moon,

“Poets often compare the Moon to a Japanese [metallmirror (kagami); and
indeed its shape is the same when it is full.

“The refined man amuses himself with the Moon. He seeks some house

looking out upon water, to watch the Moon, and to make verses about it.
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“The best places from which to see the Moon are Tsukigashi, and the
mountain Obasute,

“The light of the Moon shines alike upon foul and pure, upon high and
low. The beautiful lamp is neither yours mor mine, but everybody's.

“When we look at the Moon we should remember that its waxing and its
waning are the signs of the truih that the culmination of all things is likewise
the beginning of their decline.”
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Patriotism

In the United States people always put their right hands on their breast
before the Stars and Stripes. In Japan, if someone did the same thing or even
said "I love Japan.”, he would be thought dangerous,

We Japanese are under an illusion and tend to concern the patriotism
simply with the, rightwing, the Emperor, and army and war. It is true that these
are rooted in patriotism, but that is not the same thing of them. It is not too
much to say that the United States has developed on  account of patriotism,
and few Japanese accuse it. What on earth do Japanese think ?

Japan is often called “the complete independence country” Japanese is
spoken only in Japan, we have peculiar culture, and no other nation conguested
our country. Moreover Japan bounds no other eountry on land. So we have not
needed nationalism, and it may be though of something strange. In other words

Japanese are individual and its government seems to be only a symbol.
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[ love Japan. Everyone love it, too, 1 think. But no one say so or cannot
say so in public. Everyone is afraid of the word “Patriotism” one another.

It is a pity that we cannot say "I love our country.” comfortably.
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| Shall Never Forget the Evening

I waited for my mother to take a bath in her sickroom. For sometimes
she came back. Then I thought her face was very pure and beautiful. I
felt the breath of life and being on the verge. She was scheduled to undergo an
operation the next morning. I shall never forget the short time in the evening
when 1 passed with my mother.

Before long 1 left the sick room. T was in a chilling wind, and in spite of
myself the tears poured down my cheeks.

At the Tennoji Station, I helped a blind man for the first time in my life.
He was knocking against a pillar searching for something. At first 1 passed
by him, dodging not to knock him. But 1 soon made a U-turn and grasped him
by the arms. | asked him,” What can I do for vou, where do you wand to go?"
He answered “1 want to telephone” I took him to a public telephone. “Here
it is, but a person is calling up now, so please wait.” “ Thank you very much’
I can't remember distinctly what he said, but | remember the impressions of
his gentle voice clearly. Though he looked a middle-aged person from a
distance, he looked a young man near by. His arms were warm, so his heart
must be warm too, I thought. 1 felt myself blushing. The passers-by looked
on him. Standing on the platform, my heart was full of something wonderful.

There are more valuable things, more precious things in life, aren't they?
Don't forget to live earnestly and purely and rightly, 1 was taught so. It is
not what we cannot do. I thought that he shook my heart and woke something

sleeping in me. | shall never forget the evening.

Does a University Mean Much to Us?

Before long we will become in the 12th grade. FProbably we will be
busily occupied in the preparation for entrance examinations of universities,
which is generally called “ Juken” in Japan, and make sacrifices of other
things in the last one year of our senior high school life:we will have to

leave our clubs. This is very painful for me—perhaps for all the s tudents.
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And what is worse, our parents expect too much of us. When we ohtain
results in the examinations, we have to he troubled not only for ocurselves,
but alse for our parents. Every year a lot of students put an end to their
own lives with troubles of the so-called "Juken”

In Japan there is a public trend that a university is a symbol of the
intellect. So grown-ups advise us to think “Juken” to be one of the severest
trials of life. But I ean’t agree to the opinion, because I don’t think a uni-
versity means much to most students. They stop studyving as soon as they
are admitted to universities. And after graduation they find jobs in companies
which are not related to what they have learned in universities. What they
have learned in them is not useful at all. I think that unless we are going
to be in special occupations—a doctor or a professor, for example, we should
not go to universities. Of course, it is very difficalt for us not to go to
college against the current general trend. But | suppose there can't be g

great change in the world without the small resistance of one person,

On Our Behavior

We have many experiences and do deeds throughout our life, Study,
sports, and love are only some examples of our deeds, These are done
when we want to do or have to do. What is there in the deep bottom of
our minds then? I think there must be selfish motives or interests.

It is often said that we should live without considering personal in-
terests or that a great man will not care whether he gains or loses. But
I can’t agree to these sayings. It is true that we never act against our
own interests but these interests do not always involve money matters.

What I would say is that our deeds are based on interests called self-
satisfaetion, not on money, whether we are consciousar not. For example,
our children are shut in a room in a fire. In that case we will dash inte
the burning house and sacrifice our lives to save our children. This is not
only because we love our children but also because we love ourselves more
deeply. It is because it makes us feel content to save our children.

In shert, we may say that we are not doing anything for money or con-
crete interests but are doing anything for mental gain. Because the origin

of our behavior consists of self-content.

Desirable Aspects of Medical Seience
Medical science owes its great value for present-day societies wholly to
the development of natural science. The medical science of medieval Europe
was what yvou call the healing art or incantation because of the understanding

of it from a Christian point of view. Seeing a blood-soaked hand of an injured




man, they stuck a paper of cursing on his hand; the “rough kill or cure”
methods which we can't understand were taken in the face of the world, We
praise the progress of modern medical science in comparison with such treat-
ments that were lacking of enlightment.

[t is true that our stability of life is much due to modern medical science,
When we catch cold, we take an antibiotic and few people die of consumption.
The span of human beings has been extended rapidly these few years and we
are able to lie on the bed with optimistic ideas on our disease, which we
leave to the doetors’ care.

But we are misunderstanding " the part” on which bright intellect is shin-
ing for “the whole”, aren’t we? Medical science considers human beings
as the most invaluable life and always has the idea of the “dignity of life”
We must deduce and induce the progress of medical science from it. On the
other hand, modern medical science has its attention attracted to its own
advancement and almost forgets the most important point. A test- tube baby
and a special medicine for cancer are in themselves good and worthy, But
once this important point is trampled upon, medical science will be no more.
It must have morality. It must know to what lengths “its advancement” is
permitted to go. It must alwaye be modest. If it is not so, maintenance of

life which increases death agony will be quite an absurd thing.
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Breaking-up of the Family in the USA
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= “The Third Wave" by Alvin Toffler 1980
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“Ted, I'm leaving you.”
“What? ”
“I'm suffocating here.”
“You're what? "
“I said—I'm leaving you."
“I don't understand.”
“l guess you don't. I'll start again. Ted, I'm leaving you.
Do you get it now? ™
“Is this some kind of joke? ”
"Hah, hah"
“Kramer vs. Kramer” by Avery Corman 1978
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My ten-year-old son waves good-bye bravely as the bus leaves the depot.
He is going 150 miles south to spend a summer weekend with his mother. 1
stand in the hot parking lot, waving back until the bus fades into the traffic.
My son has made this strange journey many times before. He is one of the
growing number of children who are suddenly old because they are paying in
part for their parents’ failures.,

I have stood here before and should not be upset. But this trip is difier-
ent: his mother has remarried in the past month, and my son is geing to live
for the first time in a new house with a new, part-time*surrogate father. The
man is a complete stranger to me. (LI'FR%) “Minneapolis Tribune” Saturday,
August 4, 1979. * (RERD
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D-1-V-0-R-C-E (written by B.Braddock and C. FPutnam, sung by Tammy
Wynette )

Our little boy is 4 years old and quite a little man.

So we spell out the words we don’t want him to understand.
Like T-O-Y or maybe S-U-R-P-R-1-5-E.

But the words we're hiding from him right now

tears the heart right out of me.




Our D-1-V-0-R-C-E becomes final today.

Me and little J-0-E will be going away.

I love you both and this will be pure H-E-double-L for me.
Oh 1 wish that we could stop this D-I-V-O-R-C-E.

Watch him smile—he thinks it's Christmas or his 5Sth birthday.

And he thinks C-U-8-T-0-D-Y spells “fun” or “play.”

1 spell out all the hurtin’ words and turn my head when 1 speak.
But I can't spell away this hurt that's dripping down my cheek.
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Do vou know how many people in the world get divorced each year?

The last time anybody counted, which was in 1976, it was more than six
million.

Old people, young people, rich people, poor people, black people, white
people, people from Alaska and people from Africa-more than one hundred
thousand every day decided that they would be happier living apart than living
together.

(chEk)
Divorce is very sad, but it's a fact of life.
And the first thing vou should try to understand is that you're not a **freak
if it happens in your family.
(fmd) “HRECh
{(by Peter Mayle Macmillan N. Y. 1979}
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