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Some Notes on Wynkyn de Worde’s Malory [1498]*

Tsuyoshi MUK AL

Had William Caxton anticipated the period when the English crown was
staked upon the historicity of King Arthur? Caxton's printing of Malory's Le
Monte Darthur was finished on ‘the last day of Juyl the yere of our lord/M/CC
CC/ Ixxxv,” just three weeks before the Wars of the Roses ended. Henry Tudor,
who won the Bosworth-battle, ascended to the throne and tried- to establish his
royal lineage, taking advantage of Merlin's prophecy about the return of Arthur.
Actually, as G, D. Painter says, he took ‘his wife to Winchester so that the [ his ]
child should be born in the English Camelot,"” and named his son Arthur. This
manoeuver of Henry VII raised the controversy as to whether King Arthur was
merely a king in a romance world or was he a real hero who brought England
glory with his knights of the Round Table. In publishing Malory, Caxton, per-
suaded of the king's exisience by his client, wrote in the Prologue, ‘al these
thynges forsayd aledged 1 coude not wel denye/ but that there was suche a noble
kyng named Arthur/ and reputed was one of the ix Worthy/ & fyrst & chyel of
the cristen men.'®

We do not know if Caxton foresaw that his -belief in Arthur's existence
would have a political bearing in the reign of the Tudors. But Caxton's tactful
omission of the name ‘Richard III' from the publishing date of Le Morte Darthur

seems 1o sugges! that he had hoped the book would be welcomed by the Tudors.

Anyway, Caxton's preface turned out to be an answer to the sceptics of Arthu-
rian history.

In these circumstances, Malory was well read and went through six editions
from 1485 to 1634 (in chronological order, W, Caxton [1485], Wynkyn de Worde
[1498], de Words [1529], William Copland[1557], Thomas East[1585] and William

% This is a revised version of the paper which | read st the 1Tth meeting of Medieval
English Literature Society, held at Ryukoku University on 14 May 1978, I should tender
here my thanks and gratitude to Mr. Shunichi Moguchi, for he generously gave me, unworthy
student. permission o read de Worde's first edition in microfilm.reprint  which he ob-
wined from the John Rylands Library.
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Stansby[1634] L  There are more or less differences, morphological, lexical and
syntactic, between cach edition. Besides the grammatical wvariations, some sen-
tences or passages are interpolated in some texts and not in others. These al-
terations may be considered to reflect the change - of language and the literary
taste of the time, and (o convey, though subtly, the political background in which
each edition was published.

All the subseguent five editions can be ultimately traced back 1o Caxton’s
edition: de Worde[ 1498, ISI*J] is based on Caxton, and Copland on de Worde's
edition of 1529; Thomas East’s edition is drawn from de Worde[1525] and Cop-
land; William Stansby's text is derived from East’s edition. Thus the transmis-
sion of Malory from Caxton to Stanshy can be represented as follows:

Caxton[ 1485 ]

de Worde[ 1495]

de Worde [1529] Copland[1557]
1

East [1585]

Stansby [ 1634]

The genealogical tree shows that de Worde's second edition has occcupied a vital
position. For this or that reason, scholary investigation has been focused on de
Worde[1529] and the others, especially de Worde [1498], have not received due
treatment. As for studies in this field,. first of all, H. Oskar Sommer’s study”
as to the linguistic differences between Caxton and de Worde[1529]; and second-
ly, Edward Strachey’s revealing bird's-eye-view? of all the reprints from Caxton
te Sommer with new findings about de Worde's interpolations and about other
modern editions, can be cited,

As is mentioned above, when Sommer compared de Worde with Caxton, he
adopted de Worde's second edition for these reasons: “firstly, because the lapse
of time between the first [Caxton] and second edition [de Worde, 1498] is too
short to allow of manifest change in the language; secondly, on account of the im-
perfect condition of the only known copy of the second[1498] edition; lastly and
chiefly, because all later Black Letter editions, and all modern reprinis, with the
sole exception of Southey's and Sir E. Strachey's, can be traced back to Wynkyn
de Worde's edition of 1529."¥ These grounds of Sommer's, the first point in
particular, have not been testified on evidence,

The only extant copy of de Worde[149€], which is in the John Rylands li-
brary, wants eleven leaves and has thirteen leaves partly damaged. The arranged
order of the prologue and the table of contents is different from that of Caxton:
in de Worde, the ‘Tabula’ is followed by the ‘Prologue’, And, unlike Caxton, the



same summary of contents thal are written in the table is reproduced at the be-
ginning of each chapter. Moreover, each page of de Worde is vertically divided
into two divisions, in which lines of prints are arranged, Besides these differ-
ences of presentation of the text, many lexical and grammatical variations can be
found between the two versions,

In this paper, I shall confine myself to the Roman War episode and show
how far de Worde applied an editorial hand to Caxton's edition prior to his see-
ond printing. Fortunately, de Worde's Book % has no leal damaged, and we can

collate the two versions word by word.

One will soon notice that de Worde is considerably more readable than
Caxton. Caxton, who was more subject to Latinate style, tends to lengthen one
sentence by connecting several statements with conjunctional words such as ‘and’,
‘but’, ‘ferthermore’, *to thende that”, and by relative or participial constructions.
The result is that we can not read one sentence without drawing several breaths,
and that each sentence often lacks wnity. This kind of sentence-structure is inm
many cases remoulded into a good orgamization of sentences in de Worde.

Caxton's paratactical organization is a good “victim of de Worde's editor-
ship. The construction is of thekind to accumulate event after event in the order
as they occur by repetitive use of ‘and”, and makes a trailing sentence. This is
one of the typical examples:

he [Arthur] gafe to syre Pryamus the duchye of Lorayne /and he [Priamus)

thamked hym and sawi he wold serue hym the dayes of his lyf/and after made

dukes and erles / and made euery man ryche (5. 182, 17-20)

All the verbs (thanked. sayd, made, made) are governed by the same subject “he’
[Priamus] and linked by "and’. This is a passage where grammatical reading
contradicts logical reading, Grammatically, it is Priamus that made all the people
rich. But a careful examination of the context proves the reading to be wrong.
This kind of discrepancy between grammar and meaning is not less common to
Caxton, and in these cases the Winchester manuseript sometimes provides a sure ground
o judge which reading is more correct, In this case, the parallel lines in the Win-
chester MS.Y testifies that it was Arthur who ‘made dukes and erles and made euery
man ryche.’ In de Worde, the ambiguous passage is rewritten in this way:

And he gaal 1o syr Pryamus the duchye of Lorayne/and he thanked hym and

sayd that he wolde serue hym all the dayves of his Iyf. And after he made

dukes and erles /and made euery man ryche. (sig. i. ii¥, r 32-35)

Caxton’s trailing sentence 15 separated at a logically required point and a new




sentence starts with a capital letter with subject interpolated. Thus the ambigu-
ous sentence has become clarified.

As similar examples, we can give the following passages:

(C) And on the morne the kynge remeued with his grete bataylle fand came

in to Champayne and in a valeye / and there they pyght their tentys / and

the kynge beynge set at his dymer /ther cam in two messagers / of whome
that one was Marchal of fraice... (5. 169, 1-6)

(de W) And onthe morne the kyng remeued with his grete hoost/and came
in to Champayne & in a valeye / and there they pyght theyr tentes. And the
kyng beynge sette at his dyner /there came in two messagers S of whome

that one was Marchall of fraunce... {sig. h ii’, r 37-h §i¥, 1 1)

In Caxton, two statements, which requre a long pause between the two, are linked
by *and’, with the consequent result that the unity of each statement is slackened.
From these examples, it is not unreasonable to infer that Caxton begins to write
before having thought of the whole statement.  On the other hand, de Worde
divides the loose sentence at an adequate position and commences a fresh clause
with a capitalized conjunction, ‘And’.

Here mention should be made of Caxton’s method of punctuation, He used
three major marks: cblique dash| /], which serves equally as the modern comma
and full stop; and capitals, which are employed after the obligue dash to mark a
fresh clause; amd periods, which are, though not always, used before or after
numerals but which can not be found where any modern editor would put a le-
gitimate pause. A few more minute ways of punciuation are pointed out, such as
the use of space (by Sally Shaw™) and the distinguished use of a small obligue
dash and a long one (by N.F. Blake® ). But my investigation has not ascertained
these punctuations in Caxton’s More Dorthur

In the medieval period, the punctuation is based on speec'h rhythm and is
used to facilitate oral delivery. Caxton’s punctuation is nol an exception to it.
He may have published books for private readers but his books must also have
been read aloud for a group of listeners. This is confirmed by Caxton’s own
words, written about four years afier the publication of Le More Darthur ‘I hope
that it [the book] shall be understonden of the redars and herers.' [If we say,
quoting Blake's wording, some of Caxton’s punctuations ‘reveal the grammatical
relationship between the various paris of the sentence,” and others are ‘designed
to break up a text into rhetorical or rhythmical units.''™ As for the method of
punctuation, Caxton lived in a transitional age.

De Worde's punciuation is much more modern and is syntactically designed.
He distinguished a comma and a full stop in form: an oblique dash is used as a mod-



ern comma, showing a short pause; and a period marks the end of a semtence,
though there are some exceplions to each device. The device of capitals to mark
a new start of a clause is established and proper néuns need to be capitalized,
too.

Let us consider the passages where de Worde altered Caxton’s punctuation.
In the case that Caxton need not have a conjunction capitalized, de Worde changes
the capital into a small letter:

{C)} And therwith the kynge awoke anone / and was sore abasshed of this
dreme / And sente anone for a wyse philosopher / commaundynge to telle
hym the sygnyfycacion of his dreme (5. 165, 23-26)
(de W) And therwith all the kyng awoke anone & was sore abasshed of this
dreme / and sente anone for a wyse phylosophre / cdmatdynge to telle hym
the sygnyfycacBn of his dreme. (sig. h i¥, r 8-12)
{C) ... our knyghtes rode toward / and ordeyned syr Gawayn and syre Bors
to doo the message / And lefle in a busshement syre Lyvonel / and & syre
Bedwere (5. 169, 21-23)
{de W) ... our knyghtes rode towarde / and ordeyned syr Gawayne syr
Bors to do message / and lefte in a busshement syt Lyonell and syr Bede-
were (sig. h ii¥, 1 31-34)
{C) Thenne whan they had shewed theffecte of their message /the kyng com-
maunded them to withdrawe them Aad said he shold take auvce of coun-
ceylle ... (5. 160, 26-28)
(de W) Thenne whan they had shewed theffecte of theyr message / the kyng
commatded them to withdrawe them/ & sayd he sholde take auyse of cob-
seylle ... (sig. g vii¥, r 16-19)
In the third example, Caxion's “And’ is changed into ‘&°. In de Waorde, the amper-
sand never appears after a period, so his ampersand ‘&' 15 exactly an equivalent of the
small-lettered ‘and".

On the contrary, when the sentence should be divided to ecreate cohesion
and if the word immediately after an oblique dash is capitalized, de Worde just
changes the slash into a period:

{C) Thenne somme of the yonge knyghtes heryng this theyr message wold
hauve ronne on them ... savenge that it was a rebuke to alle the knyghtes...
to suffre them to save so to the kynge / And anone the kvnge commaunded

that ... (5. 160, 29-161, 1)
(de W) ... to suffre them to saye so o the kyng. Anone the kyng com-
auded that ... {sig. g vii¥, 1 20-27)

of de Worde keeps the capitalized word intact and adds the necessary- subject:




iC) But soone after on a saterday came wvnto kynge Arthur alle the sena-
tours that were lefte on lyue / and the noblest Cardynals that thenme dwell-
ed in Rome S And prayd hym of pees / and profered hym ful large And by-
sought hym as gouernour to gyue lycence for vj wekes for to assemble alle
the Romayns (5. 182, 1-6)
(de W) ... all the noblest Cardynales that thenne vpon that tyme dwelled
within Rome. And they all prayeden hym of peas / and prouffered hym full
large. And they besought hym as gouernour to gyue them lycence...
{sig. j i¥, v 1-11)
Furthermore, even when the word following an oblique dash begins with a small
letter, de Worde capitalizes it and replaces the dash by a period:
(C) Thus alle these kynges / dukes / and admyrals assembled aboute Rome
with xvi kynges attones with grete multyiude of peple / whan themperour
vnderstood their comyng / he made redy his Romawns...
(5. 163, 27-30)
{de W) .. with grete multvtude of people. Whan the Emperour understode
theyr comynge,/ he made redy his Romayns ... (sig. g viii¥, 1 20-26)

These rewritings coniribute not a little to de Worde's readable version, to
be more precise, to his more legible version. In Chaucer's time, before printing
had been invented, books were written not for private readers in their armchair
but for listeners. The oral character of medieval literary works imposed several
restrictions on their composition; for one thing, the works must be, now and then,
given a summary of the story which is hitherto delivered or which is to follow,
g0 a8 to draw the audience’s attention; and secondly, since the audience cannot go
back to the line or word he fails to understand and neither can he ask the nar-
rator to retell the episode he forgets, the works ‘tend to be rather diffuse™" ;and
lastly, the works should be composed within ‘topoi’ so that they may not be oo
novel for the audience. But the invemtion of prinling made possible a wider
circulation of books, In the course of time, the cheaper books, with the gradual
increase of literates, raised a revolutional replacement of ‘hearing method® by
‘reading method’ in appreciating literary works., One result of this change is
that visual factors of the works acquired a deeper significance. The above-men-
tioned rewritings should be also considered from this point of view.

As for oral delivery, we can detect several reminiscences of oral composi-
tion in the Winchester's Malory, The ‘rapid alicration between direct and re-
ported speech’, as is pointed out by Blake,'™ is one of the typical examples. In
Caxton, this kind of oral composition has been obliterated by making the narra-

tive running smoothly, The following 15 the case that the mixed narration of re-



ported and direct speech is remodelled into the reported one throughout the sen-
tence:

(W) So this Lucius dispercled abrode his oste syxty myle large, and com-

maunde hem to mete with hym in Normandy, in the Constantyne, ‘and af

Barflete there ve me abywde, for the douchery of Bretayne [ shall thorowly dystroy

hir* (V. 194, 10-14)

(C) And thus Lucius cam with alle his hoost whiche were disperplyd Ix

myle in brede / and commaunded them to mete with hym in Burgoyne / for

fe purposed to destroye the Rovame af Iyl Bretwme /(5. 164, 2-5)

In spite of these rewritings concerning narration, Caxton still does not give
any visual aids to let the readers know where the direct speech begins. W. de
Worde's use of capitals serves for the purpose:

(C) Now felawe sayd kynge Arthur canst thou brynge me there as thys

gyaunt haunteth / ve syre sayd the good man / loo  vonder “where as thow

seest tho two grete fyres (5. 166, 26-29)

(de W) Mow felowe sayd kyng Arthur canst thou brynge me there as this

gyvaunt hauteth. Ye syr sayd the good man. Loo vonder where as thou

seest tho two grete fyres (sig. h i¥, 1 28.32)

W. de Worde's readability can be ascribed to the other kinds of alterations.
Except for the differences concerning punctuation and orthography,'” there are,
in my survey, 131 various readings between the two versions (16 about conjunc-
tions, 41 about nouns and pronouns, 12 about verbs, 2 about auxiliaries, 11 about
adjectives, 22 about adverbs, 8 about prepositions, 13 about articles, and & about
word-order). Il we see the correspondence between X (representing Caxton's
reading) and Y(de Worde's reading), we get 37 examples for X-Y, 11 examples
for X-0 and 8 examples for 0-Y. The result obtained shows that the variants
consist of alterations as well as of deletions and additions, though additions are
markedly more numerous.

Among these variants, one can find the rewritings which might render the
‘reference” in Caxton more explicit. Deictic words such as demonstratives, arti-
cles, adverbs and pronouns are effectively used. Let us give some examples:

{C) wherfore we byseche you to retorne homeward /and gyue vs Iycence Lo

goo home to our wyues ... And after lycence gyuen he retorned and com-

maunded that noo man in payne of dethe shold not robbe ne take vytaylle
(5. 182, 24-33)

{de W) ... And after that lycence was gyuen,/he retorned and commaunded
(sig.ii¥, 1 2-19)

{C} thene he rydeth in to Tuskane & wynneth tounes & castels & wasted al




in his way that to hym wil not obeye (5. 181, 34-35)
(de W) Thenne he rydeth in to Tuscane and rhere wynneth townes and cas-
tels ... (sig.i if, 1 34.39)
{C) he came ... and gaf landes and royammes vnio his seruauntes and
kny ghtes ... in suche wyse that none complayned ryche ne poure /
(5. 182, ¥2-17)
(de W) ... in suche a wyse that none of them complayned ryche ne poore.
(sig. i if, r 27-32)
All these examples, even if the deictics are not added, are not misunderstood
through the contextual implications. In this sense, at least, de Worde's addi-
tions seem to be redundant or too explanatory, but it would be more reasonable
to observe de Worde's rigid attitude in his rewriting.
De Worde's preference for preciseness or clarity may be represented in the
following examples, too:

(C) Thenne syre Gawayne ... pulled oute his swerd and smote of his hede

(8. 170, 2)
(de W) Thenne syre Gawayne... pulled out his swerde and smote of o
Gaynus heed (sig-h ii¥, r 10-13)

(C) ther shall no raunson of gold ne syluer acquyte the (5. 178, 13-14)
(de W) there shall no raunson of golde neyther of syluer acquyte the
(sig. h vi¥, r 20-23)

In this comnection, we shall touch upon de Worde's linguistic tendency. In
case that there are, whether lexically or grammatically, two or more synonymous
expressions available, he seems to prefer a longer form:‘a longe tyme' (i i¥, 1 6)
to ‘longe”, ‘durynge all his lyf tyme'(i i", | 34) to ‘al his Iyf tyme’, *fro hens’ (h
v¥, r 13} to ‘hens’, ‘whether ... or not’" {i i, r 1) to *whether ...", ‘then upon that
tyms® {i i¥, r 5) to ‘then’, ‘within'(i i7", r 6) to ‘in", *vnto’ (b §ii¥, 1 6 h iv¥, 1 1§
h viii" ¢ 8, ete.) to ‘to’, ‘for to-infinitive’ (g vii¥, 1 40; g ix", 1 1; hi6i®, r 20;1
it, 1 41, etc.) to “to-infinitive’, ‘made all thynges redy’ (i i, r 19) to ‘made redy’,
‘assemble[d] togyder” (i i7, r 10;i iT, r 39) to ‘assemble[d]’, ‘mette with’ ¢ i¥, 1 23)
to ‘mette’, ‘do harme’ (h vii¥, r 14) to ‘harme’, etc.

Another feature of de Worde's renderings is his favorite use of ‘all’ and
‘full’.  This lexical vice seems to have produced an effect opposite 1o what was

imtended the levelling of the narrator’s feeling:

(C} ... to conguere alle the world / for voto his courage it is to lytel
(5. 163, 10-11)

(de W) ... to conquere all the worlde for vnte his courage it is all to lytell
(sig. g viii¥, r 35-36)



(C) wherfore kynge Arthur biseged it/ and lay longe aboute hit /and gaf

many assaultes to the Cyte (S, 175, 23-24)
(de W) wherfore the noble kynge Arthur besyeged hit / and lave Sl longe
about hit (sig. h iii¥, r 26-27)

(C:de W) (5. 174, 13-14: h ivT, r 2628182, 3:1 ", r 4) (182, 19:i i, r 35)

Let us now consider the lexical substitution. It is argued that Caxton’s
edition is a modernized version of the Winchester M3, Caxton’s successor, de
Worde, furthermore, modernized the vocabulary which he thought had become out-
dated in his time. The lexical substitution in the following alliterative line pro-
vides an interesting example of this kind:

(Winchester MS.) for alle ‘the barbers of Bretayne shall not thy blood

staunche. (V. 230, 1617
(C) For alle the Sarbours of Bretayne shal conne staunche thy blood
(5. 176, 34)

(de W) for all the leches of Bretayne shall not conne stalche thy blood
(sig. h viiT, r 19-21)
Formerly the barber was used for a practitioner both in surgery and in dentistry.
But, according to MED, in the reign of Henry VIII, barbers were restricted tothe
practice of dentistry. De Worde must have been aware that the practice of bar-
bers was changing into that of demtistry, and adopted a more normal word,
‘leches”.

There are also many passages where de Worde provides more grammatical
readings. Some examples will suffice to illustrate the grammatical accuracy of
de Worde's version:

Word-order

(C) but take hede to my page that he no home blowe,/ (5. 178, 11-12)

{de W) but take hede to my page that ke blowe me home.  (sig. h v, r I7)
Tense

{(C) théne he rydeth in to Tuskane & wynneth tounes & wasted al in his
way that to hym wil not obeye / 5. 181, 34-36)

(de W) Thenne he rydeth in to Tuscane and there wynneth townes and cas-

tels and wasted all in his waye that to hym weolde nol obeye.

Git, 1 34-38)
Inflection
{C) For this day shall thou dye of my hand/ (5. 168, 5-6)
(de W) for this daye shal? thou deye of my honde. (h iiT, [ 24-25)
Collocation

{(C) Thenne somme of the yonge knyghtes heryng this rhefr message wold haue

— 40—




ronne on them to have slayne them (5. 160, 29-300
{de W) Thenne some of the younge knyghtes herynge theyr mesage wolde
haue ronne on them to haue slayne them (sig.- g vii¥, 1 20-23)
Logical agreement between subject and verb
(C) And the knighte folowed hym / and soo rode forth tyl they came to his
felawes / whiche were in the medowe (S. 178, 15-17)
(de W) and the knyght folowed hym/ and so rhey rode forth iyl they came
to his felowes whiche were in the medowe (zig. h v¥, r 24-26)
In Caxton, the subject of ‘rode’ is ‘the knighte’, but the subordinate
clause, ‘tyl they came to his felawes,'implies that the subject should be
‘they’. De Worde's addition of ‘they” is justified,
Miscellany
(C) he dubbed me a duke with owne hand/ (5. 177, 36-37)
(de W) he dubbed me a duke with fis owne honde, (h ¥¥, 1 37.38)
(C) Now as thow a ryghtful kynge haue pyte on this lady (5. 166, 21-22)
(de W) Now as thou an a ryghifull kyng haue pyie on this lady /
(hi¥, 1 20-22)
The use of articles serves as a positive criterion to attest how grammatical the
composition is. In Caxton, the disregarded use of articles is siriking, but de
Worde is on the alert to employ them., The grammatical attitude of de Worde's
will be illustrated in these examples:

(C) And thou as rebelle ... reteynest contrary Lo the statutes,

(5. 160, 16-18)
{de W) And thou as a rebelle ... (g vii¥, 1 1-3)
(C) knowe thou for certayne ... that it shal be ensample perpetuel wnto all
kynges and prynces (5. 160, 21-24)
(de W) ... that it shall be an ensample ... (g vii¥, 1 81
(C) themperour ... had destroyed and made grete slaughter of peple
{5 169, 6-8)
(de W) themperour .., had destroyed & made a grete slaughter of people
th ii¥, 1 2.6)

(C) for ther Iyueth not a nobler man ne better knyght of his handes
(5. 180, 32-33)
(de W)} for ther lyueth not a nobler man ne g better knyght of his hondes

th ¥iii¥, r 5-7)
(C) And thenne to crowne hym Emperour with creme as it bylongeth 1o so
hyhe astate / (5. 182, 6-7)

(de W) and theene for to crowne hym Emperour with creme as it bylongeth

— 8 -



valo so hyght an astate. (sig. i i%, r 11-13)
Although there are a few wrongly corrected and intrusively altered passages,'®
most of the editorial hands are more or less justifiable and are regarded to be
rather improvements. With these emendations, de Worde's first edition [1498] has

become a modern and readable version,

All these variants discussed above were caused unmistakably during ‘teo
short a time', almost all of which were carried into the second edition [1529].
The text was slightly revised again before having been sent to press in 1529, but
the revisions themselves were of minor value. 5o, as long as my discussed ma-
terials, which are not sufficient enough to make a sound judgement, are concerned,
it is not de Worde's second edition but his first edition that claims to be called
the first modernized version of Caxton.'™ The most positive proof for this claim
is that in the edition of 1498 was first interpolated de Worde the narrator’s lam-
entation over the tragic death of King Arthur, Queen Guenevere and Sir Lancelot,
which led to the down-fall of Arthur's Kingdom:

O ve myghly & pompous lordes shynynge in the glory transytory of thys

vnstable Iyl / as in regnvnge oure reames. grete & myghte countres. forti-

fied wyth stronge castels & tounes /edified with many a ryche cite. Ye
also ye fyers & myghty chyualers so valyalte auenturous dedes of armrs :

Behold beholde: se how this myghity conguerour Arthur / whom in his

humayne Iyl all the world doubted / ye also this noble gquene Gueneuer /

that somtyme sate in her chare aourned wyth golde, pere & precious

stones: now lye ful lowe in obscure fosse or pyite coueryd wyth cloddes of

erth & ¢lay Beholde also this myghty chapyon Labcelot/ pyerles of knyght-

hode: se now how he lyeth grouelynge on the colde moulde. now beynge so

feble & fayr* that somtyme was so terrible how & in what manere oughte

ye to be 50 desyrous of the mondayh honour so daungerous ...

(sig. E iii¥, r 34-E iv', 1 186)
Wynkyn de Worde must have been a diligent editor and printer just like his

master Caxton, who, as Shunichi Noguchi affectionately describes, was ‘working
on his desk with almost pathetical absorption.'"™ Being faced with the culmi-
nated scene, however, he may have forgot himself as a printer and turned
narrior, He could not restrain his out-burst of feelings and cast it in the
form of apostrophe. At the tragic sceéne, the narrator’s mourning, followed by Sir
Ector's noble threnody, ' sounds lik a sort of requiemto the dead heroes.  This
moving tribute by de Worde was reproduced in all later texts as well as in his
second edition.
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1) G.D. Painter, Williom Caxton (London, 1976), p.47.

2} Caxton’s Preface, Le Morte Darthur by Syr Thomas Malory., The Original Edition of William
Caxton Now Repriniod and Edited with an fntroduetion and Glossary, ed. H, O, Sommer, 3 volumes,
{London: David Nutt, 188991} p. 3, 11.4-7. For Caxton's Book V, this edition will be used
and hereafter cited as 5.
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M alory (ed. Eugéne Vinaver, 3 volumes, Second Edition, Oxford, 1973) will be used and
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71 Sally Shaw, " Caxton and Malory", Essaps on Malory, ed. J. A, W, Bennen, (Oxford, 1963 ).

B) M. F. Blake, The English Language in Medieval Literomure (. M, Dent & Sons Lid,
London, 1977), pp. 69-T0.

9) Caxton's Prologue of Blanchardin and Eglaniine (N. F_ Blake, Caxtons Owr Prose
[Andre Deutzch, 1973]), p. 58, 11.42.46,

10) Blake, ibid., p. 67.

1) A C, Spearing, Criticism and M edieval Poerry (London, 1964), p. 18,

12) Blake, ibid., p. 74.

13} 1 shall not deal with de Worde's orthography, but the following idiosynerasy of de Waorde's
should be noted here. He generally capitalized proper nouns but he did not give “sarasyn’
a capital in any case. So the paired words “the Romayns & sarasyns’ seem to have been
used with a particular effect.

14) Punciuation
{C) he ... hayled hym sayeng in this wyse he that alle the world weldeth gyue the shorte
IvT & shameful dethe / And the deuyl thy soule (5. 167, 37168, 3)
{de W) he ... havled hym sayenge in this wyse / he that alle the worlde weldeth gyue the
shorte lyue & shamefull deth. and the deuyl haue thy soule

(sig. h 4", 1 15.20)
{C}) for he myght not slee / But sayd openly vnio the Romayns
(5. 173, 4-5)
(de W) for he myght not slee. But sayd openly vato the Romayns
thoii¥, r 35-36)
(C:de W) (163, 33.35: g t-iii"', 1 323 (181, 36: 0 i, 1 39) {182, 14:i iT,r 25)
Conjunction

{C) thene cam out a duchesse / & Clarysyn the countesse with many ladyes & damoysels
Jand knelyng bifore kynge Arthur requyred hym for the lous of god to receyue the

Cyle (5. 181, 1-4)
(de W)... and knelynge byfore kyng Arthur & requyred hym for the loue of god 1o re-
ceyue the Cyle th viii*, r 16-20)
Noun and Pronoun
{C) cuery man (5. 162, 5)
(de W) euery men (g viii. 1 )
(C) but in that stoure was syr Chestelayne a chyld and ward of syre Gawayne slayne
(5. 180, 15)
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{de W) ... a childe & was of syr Gawayne ... (h wiii¥, 1 17)

(C) wherfore was moche sorou made (5. 180, 18}
(de W) wherfore was moche sorowe we made (h wiii¥, r 22)
Verb

(C) And at the day appoynied as the Romaince felleth he came in to Rome
5. 182, 11-12)

(de W) .. as the Romayns selleth .., (it r 3

15) In the Introduction of sir Thomas Malory Le More D arthur printed by Willlam Caxton  J485
iLondon The Scolar Press, 1976), the first modernized version of Caxton is considercd to
be de Worde's second edition [1529]:

There was one more early edition of Malory. The most ancient and famous history of the
renowned Prince Arthur ... Newly refined, a quarto printed in 1634 by William Siansby
for Jacob Bloome. The phrase ‘newly refined’ on the title page advertises that this is a
modernized text, but in fact the modernization of Caxton’s version began with the 1529 de
Worde edition.

18} Shunichi Noguchi, ‘Caxton's Malory®, Peerica, vol, 8, 1977, p, 54,

17} 2.5, Brewer, ed, The Morte Darthur, Parts Seven and Eight, by Sir. Thomas Malory (Edward
Arnold, 1968), p. 16,
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